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The Canons of Dordt

In a recent sermon based on the words of the
apostle Paul to the young pastor Timothy
concerning the state of religion during the last
days before the return of Jesus Christ, | made
mention of the thoughts of Jacob Arminius, and
commented on how Arminianism as it is known
today, has taken root in the vast majority of
evangelical churches today.

During that sermon | commented on the fact that many God fearing
men consider Arminianism to be a heresy, a point that | find agreement
with. There is no doubt that the thoughts of Jacob Arminius were
certainly not biblical in their content, in fact, they are the exact
opposite, and they certainly present “another gospel”. Now if that is the
case; according to scripture there is only one thing we can do if we are
true biblical believers, and that is to follow the advice of the apostle
Paul to Timothy “from such turn away”. Separation is a vital aspect of
biblical teaching, and to help to understand a little more fully | have set
out below the introduction and concluding remarks of the Canons of
Dort, which firmly set out the fact that the teachings of Jacob Arminius



are false teachings, and as such we should reject them, and those
continue to teach them.

“The Decision of the Synod of Dort on the Five Main Points of
Doctrine in Dispute in the Netherlands is popularly known as the
Canons of Dort. It consists of statements of doctrine adopted by the
great Synod of Dort which met in the city of Dordrecht in 1618-19.
Although this was a national synod of the Reformed churches of the
Netherlands, it had an international character, since it was composed
not only of Dutch delegates but also of twenty-six delegates from eight
foreign countries.

The Synod of Dort was held in order to settle a serious controversy in
the Dutch churches initiated by the rise of Arminianism. Jacob
Arminius, a theological professor at Leiden University, questioned the
teaching of Calvin and his followers on a number of important points.
After Arminius's death, his own followers presented their views on five
of these points in the Remonstrance of 1610. In this document or in
later more explicit writings, the Arminians taught election based on
foreseen faith, universal atonement, partial depravity, resistible grace,
and the possibility of a lapse from grace. In the Canons the Synod of
Dort rejected these views and set forth the Reformed doctrine on these
points, namely, unconditional election, limited atonement, total
depravity, irresistible grace, and the perseverance of saints.

The Canons have a special character because of their original purpose
as a judicial decision on the doctrinal points in dispute during the
Arminian controversy. The original preface called them a "judgment, in
which both the true view, agreeing with God's Word, concerning the
aforesaid five points of doctrine is explained, and the false view,
disagreeing with God's Word, is rejected.” The Canons also have a
limited character in that they do not cover the whole range of doctrine,
but focus on the five points of doctrine in dispute.

Each of the main points consists of a positive and a negative. And so
this is the clear, simple, and straightforward explanation of the orthodox
teaching on the five articles in dispute in the Netherlands, as well as the



rejection of the errors by which the Dutch churches have for some time
been disturbed. This explanation and rejection the Synod declares to be
derived from God's Word and in agreement with the confessions of the
Reformed churches. Hence it clearly appears that those of whom one
could hardly expect it have shown no truth, equity, and charity at all in
wishing to make the public believe:

--that the teaching of the Reformed churches on predestination and
on the points associated with it by its very nature and tendency
draws the minds of people away from all godliness and religion, is
an opiate of the flesh and the devil, and is a stronghold of Satan
where he lies in wait for all people, wounds most of them, and
fatally pierces many of them with the arrows of both despair and
self-assurance; --that this teaching makes God the author of sin,
unjust, a tyrant, and a hypocrite; and is nothing but a refurbished
Stoicism, Manicheism, Libertinism, and Mohammedanism; --that
this teaching makes people carnally self-assured, since it persuades
them that nothing endangers the salvation of the chosen, no matter
how they live, so that they may commit the most outrageous crimes
with self-assurance; and that on the other hand nothing is of use to
the reprobate for salvation even if they have truly performed all the
works of the saints; --that this teaching means that God predestined
and created, by the bare and unqualified choice of his will, without
the least regard or consideration of any sin, the greatest part of the
world to eternal condemnation; that in the same manner in which
election is the source and cause of faith and good works,
reprobation is the cause of unbelief and ungodliness; that many
infant children of believers are snatched in their innocence from
their mothers' breasts and cruelly cast into hell so that neither the
blood of Christ nor their baptism nor the prayers of the church at
their baptism can be of any use to them; and very many other
slanderous accusations of this kind which the Reformed churches
not only disavow but even denounce with their whole heart.

Therefore this Synod of Dort in the name of the Lord pleads with all
who devoutly call on the name of our Saviour Jesus Christ to form their
judgment about the faith of the Reformed churches, not on the basis of
false accusations gathered from here or there, or even on the basis of the



personal statements of a number of ancient and modern authorities--
statements which are also often either quoted out of context or
misquoted and twisted to convey a different meaning--but on the basis
of the churches' own official confessions and of the present explanation
of the orthodox teaching which has been endorsed by the unanimous
consent of the members of the whole Synod, one and all.

Moreover, the Synod earnestly warns the false accusers themselves to
consider how heavy a judgment of God awaits those who give false
testimony against so many churches and their confessions, trouble the
consciences of the weak, and seek to prejudice the minds of many
against the fellowship of true believers.

Finally, this Synod urges all fellow ministers in the gospel of Christ to
deal with this teaching in a godly and reverent manner, in the academic
institutions as well as in the churches; to do so, both in their speaking
and writing, with a view to the glory of God's name, holiness of life,
and the comfort of anxious souls; to think and also speak with Scripture
according to the analogy of faith; and, finally, to refrain from all those
ways of speaking which go beyond the bounds set for us by the genuine
sense of the Holy Scriptures and which could give impertinent sophists
a just occasion to scoff at the teaching of the Reformed churches or
even to bring false accusations against it.

May God's Son Jesus Christ, who sits at the right hand of God and gives
gifts to men, sanctify us in the truth, lead to the truth those who err,
silence the mouths of those who lay false accusations against sound
teaching, and equip faithful ministers of his Word with a spirit of
wisdom and discretion, that all they say may be to the glory of God and
the building up of their hearers”.

Amen.

(Note:

I am most happy to provide a full copy of the Canons of Dort to
anyone within the church fellowship who would like to follow this
matter further. DGF.)



